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XX.—On the Genus Platystira and its Allies. By R. BowpLER 
SuanPE, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &c., Senior Assistant, Zoological 
Department, British Museum. 


(Plate IV.) 


By all students of African ornithology the genus Platystira is 
admitted to be full of perplexities ; and any attempt at a mono- 
graphic revision of it must be a step in the right direction. I 
have taken some pains to examine large series of these birds, 
contained principally in the national and my own collections ; 
and by rejecting all statements which seem to be at all open to 
doubt, I trust that I shall be able to place the genus on a satis- 
factory footing, and so assist future research. Any record re- 
jected by me as untrustworthy at the present time will easily 
be reinstated afterwards, if found to be correct; or, on the other 
hand, my verdict will be confirmed by subsequent observation. 

The late Mr. G. R. Gray, in his ‘ Hand-list ’ (vol. i. p. 329), 
admitted thirteen species which he considered to belong to 
Platystira, placing them under the subgenera Platystira, 
Batis, Diaphorophya, Myiophila, Lanioturdus, and Stenostira. 
I have never seen the type of Myiophila ; but it can scarcely 
be separable from Diaphorophya, and 1s, I suspect, the same as 
D. blissetti. The last two species placed by Mr. Gray in Pla- 
tystira, viz. no. 4951, P. plumbea, and no. 4952, P. semipar- 
lita, I can hardly allow within the limits of the genera now 
to be considered. No. 4951 is a Parisoma; and no. 4952 is 
not a Stenostira, but may be referable to Cassinia, where Dr. 
von Heuglin places it. The consideration of these two genera 
I must leave for a general paper on the African Muscicapide. 


Key to the Genera. 


a. Wing less than double the length of tail. 
a’, Eye surrounded by an erect wattle ........ l. Platystira. 
b. No eye-wattle. 
a". Wing short, falling short of the tail by 
more than the length of the culmen; beak 
| LU M os esaa ee C E 2. Batis. 
b". Wing very long, reaching to the tip of 
the tail, or not falling short of it by the 
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length of the culmen; beak rather com- 

, 7 | a Lo CIE 3. Lanioturdus. 
b. Wing more than double the length of tail ...... 4. Diaphorophya. 
ma DT UE T EE 5. Stenostira. 


Genus 1l. PLATYSTIRA. 


Platysteira (lege Platystira), Jard. & Selby, Ill. Orn. ii. 
Addenda (c. 1830) : type P. cyanea. 


Key to the Species. 


«. Vertical line of white down the wing. 


&'. Forehead black, like the crown ........... 1. cyanea. 
oad OE CE an TE 2. albifrons. 
h NO veinist a rernm 3. peltata. 


l. PLATYSTIRA CYANEA. 

Gobe-mouche à collier du Sénégal, Briss. Orn. ii. p. 370, 
plossevi. fig. 1, 9 (1270). 

Gobe-mouche à gorge rousse du Sénégal, Buff. Pl. Enl. v. 
pl. 567. fig. 3, 9 (1778). 

Muscicapa cyanea, P. L. S. Müller, Syst. Nat. Suppl. p.170 
(1766) ; Cassin, Proc. Phil. Acad. 1864, p. 256. 

Collared Flycatcher, Lath. Gen. Syn. ii. pt. 1, p. 330,9 
(1783). 

Muscicapa melanoptera, Gm. Syst. Nat. i. p. 939 (1788). 

Platyrhynchus collaris, Hahn u. Küst. Vóg. aus Asien, &c. 
Lief. xx. Taf. 1 (1822) ; Bonn. et Vieill. Enc. Méth. ii. p. 836, 
9 (1823) ; Jard. & Selby, Ill. Orn. i. pl. ix. fig. 1, g (1880). 

Platyrhynchus melanoleucus, Bonn. et Vieill. Enc. Méth. 
ii. p. 885, ¢ (1823). 

Platyrhynchus desmaresti, Jard. & Selb. Ill. Orn. 1. pl. ix. 
fig. 2, 9 (c. 1830). 

Platysteira collaris ct desmaresti, Jard. & Selby, Ill. Orn. 
ii. Addenda (c. 1830). 

Platystera lobata, Swains. B. of W. Afr. ii. p. 49 (1887) ; 
id. Monogr. Flyc. p. 187, pl. xxii. 9 (1837); Jard. Contr. 
Orn. 1849, p. 8. 

Platystira melanoptera, Hartl. Orn. W. Afr. pp. 93, 272 
(1857) ; Cass. Pr. Philad. Acad. 1859, p. 50; Hartl. J. f. O. 


158 Mr. R. B. Sharpe on the 


1861, p. 169; Finsch, J. f. O. 1869, p. 385; Sharpe, Ibis, 
1869, p. 189; id. P. Z. S. 1870, p. 567 ; Shelley & Buckley, 
Ibis, 1872, p. 287. 

Platysteira cyanea, Gray, Hand-l. of. B. i. p. 329; Sharpe, 
Cat. Afr. B. p. 44 (1871) ; id. P. Z. S. 1871, p. 610. 

Adult male. Upper surface deep glossy bluc-black, with a 
very slight greenish shade, inclining to grey on the rump, 
where the feathers are long and fluffy ; the nape indistinctly 
mottled with whitish, only seen on disarranging the feathers ; 
wing-coverts glossy black like the back, the median ones white, 
forming a distinet bar across the wing; quills greyish black, 
the primaries outwardly margined with a narrow whitish line, 
broader and more conspicuous on the outer secondaries, 
whence it is continuous with the alar bar described above, 
the inner secondaries glossed with dark green, one or two of 
the longer ones just tipped with whitish ; upper tail-coverts 
and tail-feathers glossed with dark rifle-green above, blackish 
below, all the feathers tipped with white, becoming broader 
on the outer rectrices, and forming a conspicuous lateral bor- 
der on the outermost ones; sides of the face like the upper 
surface of the body; cheeks and entire under surface of the 
body pure white, with a conspicuous band of blue-black across 
the breast, the flank-feathers long and silky; tibial plumes 
black, tipped with white; under wing-coverts as well as the 
bases of the primaries white, the small outer coverts glossy 
blue-black, with a little spot of white below the carpal bend 
of the wing ; bill black ; feet (in skin) blackish ; wattle over 
the eye semicircular in form and bright scarlet in life. Total 
length 4'8 inches, culmen 0°7, wing 2°5, tail 2-0, tarsus 0°75. 

Adult female. Above dusky cincreous, with aslight gloss of 
greenish, the rump lighter; quills and tail as in the male, the 
white edgings very broad and conspicuous ; chin white; throat 
and breast deep maroon, bordered below with a narrow band 
of glossy black ; rest of the under surface white ; under wing- 
coverts white, and the wing-lining a little lighter than in the 
male; eye-wattle a little paler than in the male. 

Young male. Resembles the old female in the colour of the 
upper parts and in having more or less maroon on the throat. 
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As this gradually disappears the black pectoral band makes 
its appearance; thus specimens are met with in every change 
of plumage, as regards the amount of rufous on the throat. 
Immature birds, however, may always be told by the fulvous 
edgings to the wings and wing-coverts; the underparts are 
dusky white, the flanks conspicuously greyish. 

One specimen now before me scems to indicate that the 
very young birds of this species must have a mottled plumage, 
as the upper surface has remains of rusty cross-barrings, while 
the under surface is entirely whitish, with tinges of rufous on 
the upper breast. 

Hab. West Africa, from Senegambia to Gaboon. 

This is one of the commonest and best-known species of 
the genus; but it was some time before the sexes were properly 
understood. It is also one of the oldest known; for it is de- 
scribed and figured by Brisson, and again by Buffon. The 
latter, I suspect, has made up and coloured his figure from 
the old plate and figure of Brisson ; for it is to be noticed that 
they both omit the white chin, which is rather conspicuous in 
the female. 

Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a, b, c. West Africa, purchased. d. West 
Africa (Sir Andrew Smith). e. Fantee (J. Gould). 

Mus. R. B. S.—a-g. River Gambia, purchased. A. River 
Gambia (E. L. Layard). i. Sierra Leone (L. Fraser). 7. 
Accra (Sintenis; cf. Finsch, l. c.). k,l. Fantee (4ubinn). 
m, n. Sweet River, Gold Coast, Dec. 30, 1870, and Connor’s 
Hill, Cape Coast, Nov. 12, 1870 (H. T. Ussher). o. Yan- 
coomassie, Gold Coast, Dec. 1871 (H. F. Blissett). p,q. Cape 
Coast and Elmina, May 1872 (H. F. Blissett). r,s. Cam- 
eroons (A. Crossley, cf. Sharpe, l. c.). 


2. PLATYSTIRA ALBIFRONS, Sp. n. 

Platysteira melanoptera, Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1869, p. 566 (nec 
Gm.). 

Similar to P. cyanea, but a little more glossy bluc-black, 
and distinguished by its white forehead. Total length 4+8 
inches, culmen 0:6, wing 2°35, tail 2:0, tarsus 0°75. 

Hab. Angola. 
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Specimens examined. 


Mus. J. J. Monteiro—a. Angola (J. J. M.). 6. River 
Loge, Angola (J. J. M.; cf. Sharpe, /. c.). 


3. PLATYSTIRA PELTATA. 

Platystira peltata, Sundev. Ofv. Vet. Akad. Fórh. 1850, 
p. 105; Layard, B. S. Afr. p. 142; Gray, Hand-l. of B. i. 
p. 829 (1869). 

Adult male. Above rifle-green, the lower back and rump 
rather more greyish; wing-coverts rifle-green like the back ; 
quills blackish, primaries margined with grey, the secondaries 
with rifle-green ; tail black, glossed with greenish above, 
just tipped with white; sides of face and pectoral band rifle- 
green; rest of under surface white, the flanks shaded with 
greyish; axillary tuft rifle-green ; under wing-coverts white, 
the edge of the wing rifle-green ; eye-wattle scarlet ; bill black ; 
feet brown; iris yellow. Total length 4:9 inches, culmen 0*6, 
wing 2°55, tail 2°2, tarsus 0°8. 

Adult female. Similar to the male, but more grey on the 
back ; the entire throat and upper breast dark rifle-green, the 
chin and a spot on the fore part of the cheeks white. 

Hab. Lower Caffraria (Wahlberg) ; Zambesi (Kirk). 

This is a very distinct species of Platystira, taking the 
place of P. cyanea in South-eastern Africa. The male ap- 
proaches somewhat to that of P. cyanea, but may always be 
distinguished by the absence of white on the wing ; the female, 
however, differs at a glance in having the throat and upper 
breast rifle-green instead of chestnut. 


Specimens examined. 
Mus. Brit.—a, b, d 9. Gambesi (Dr. Kirk). 


Genus 2. Batis. 
Batis, Boie, Isis, 1833, p. 880: type B. capensis. 
Key to the Species. 
Males :— 
C.) 5 0. EDEN vcn T 1l. capensis. 


b. Flanks white mixed with black. 
a’. With a white nuchal spot. 
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a", With a broad white eyebrow encircling 


the head. 
CE, Head DIRCK eM c c. 2. senegalensis. 
oe Head bluish grey .....- ees 3. orientalis. 
b". With a little white line from base of bill s molitor. 
to above the eye, not encircling the head.. (5. pririt. 
p Withmowhitemuehbalispot .......... es 6. minima. 
Females :— 
ZELUS. Esa rre hrhhrhem enm l. capensis. 
b. Flanks white varied with black. 
a', With a white nuchal spot. 
~ a", Throat white, with no spot; chest rufous. 
VO NOME PPP 2. senegalensis. 
Were COLA. ..ove rrr ue 9. orientalis. 
6". Throat rufous in the centre, forming a spot: 
ccc op oo ---— Án aar 4. molitor. 
c". Throat and breast uniform orange-rufous 5, priri, 
bee ith nosyhitemueliekspob. ...-.2 ass. 6. minima. 


l. Batis CAPENSIS. 

Le Gobe-mouche du Cap de Bonne Espérance, Briss. Orn. 
ii. p.972, pl.-xxxvi. fig. 3 (1760); Buff. Pl. Enl. v. pl. 572. 
fig. 1 (1778). 

Muscicapa capensis, Linn. S. N. i. p. 327 (1766, ex Briss.). 

Le Mólenar, Levaill. Ois. d' Afr. iv. pl. 160 (1805). 

Muscicapa pristinaria, Vieill. N. Dict. d'Hist. Nat. xxi. 
p. 474 (1818, ex Levaill.). 

Saxicola thoracica, Licht. Verz. Doubl. p. 32 (1823). 

Muscipeta pristinaria, Less. Traité d'Orn. p. 385. (1831) ; 
Boie, Isis, 1833, p. 880. 

Platysteira pristinaria, Gray, Gen. of B. i. p. 256 (1846) ; 
Bp. Consp. i. p. 822 (1850) ; Layard, B. S. Afr. p. 148 (1867). 

Platysteira capensis, Gray, Gen. of B. 1. p. 257 (1846) ; Bp. 
Consp. i. p. 332 (1850) ; Cab. Mus. Hein. i. p. 59 (1850); 
Grill, Zool. Anteckn. p. 26 (1858) ; Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 329 
(1869) ; Finsch & Hartl. Vóg. Ostafr. p. 316 (1870) ; Sharpe, 
Cat. Afr. B. p. 44 (1871). 

Platystira thoracica, Licht. Nomencl. p. 20 (1854). 

Platystira strepitans, Licht. ut suprà. 

Adult male. Entire head deep ashy grey, with a black line 
drawn from the forehead on each side, enclosing the eye and 
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ear-coverts, and extending down on each side of the neck so 
as to form a border to the grey head; the rest of the back 
olive-brown, the rump irregularly mottled with white, which 
shows more conspicuously on the disarrangement of the fea- 
thers ; upper tail-coverts glossy greenish black, with a white 
tip; least wing-coverts olive-brown like the back, the greater 
ones darker, the medium and the inner greater coverts bright 
orange-rufous ; quills dark brown, the inner secondaries tipped 
with white, the outer secondaries broadly edged with orange- 
rufous, continuous with the coverts, which are similarly 
coloured ; tail black, with a very slight greenish gloss, the 
feathers more or less broadly tipped with white, the outer 
feathers margined externally with a broad white line; entire 
throat and sides of neck pure white ; fore part of chest black, 
forming a very broad pectoral band, slightly tmged on the 
sides with olive-brown, some of the lower feathers slightly 
margined with white; centre of belly and under tail-coverts 
white; sides of body bright orange-rufous; tibial plumes 
blackish; under wing-coverts white, the outermost small 
coverts brown; bill and feet black; iris yellow. Total length 

9:9 inches, culmen 0:5, wing 2°2, tail 1°65, tarsus 0°65. l 

Adult female. Forehead and eyebrow whitish, but otherwise 
very similar to the male on the upper parts. Underneath 
white, with a patch of orange-rufous occupying nearly the 
whole of the throat; upper part of breast aud sides of body 
rich orange-rufous, deepening into rust-colour on the pec- 
toral bànd. 

Young female. Entirely olive-brown above, and having the 
rufous on the under surface much paler. In one specimen 
in my collection the bird is assuming the grey head, and the 
pectoral band is becoming deep rusty as im the adult. 

Hab. Cape Colony and Natal. 

Both sexes of this species are easily recognizable by their 
rufous flanks. 

Specimens examined. 

Mus. Brit.—a, b. Cape of Good Hope. c. Cape Colony 
(S. Afr. Mus.). d. Cape Colony (Rev. H. J. Philipps). e. 
Cape Colony (Reginald Warren). f. Natal (T. Ayres). 
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Mus. R. B. S.—a, b, 3 9. S. Africa (E. L. Layard). c,d,d, 
e, 9. Knysna, Dec. 19, 1865, and Jan. 31st, 1866 (C. J. 4n- 
dersson). f,d. Swellendam (Cairncross). g,Q. Grahams 
Town (E. L. Layard). h,i,d 9. Grahams Town, Jan. 1870 
(T. C. Atmore). 


2. BATIS SENEGALENSIS. 


Le Gobe-mouche à poitrine rousse du Sénégal, Briss. Orn. ii. 
p. 374, pl. xxxvii. fig. 2 (1760) ; Buff. Pl. Enl. v. pl. 567. fig. 1 
(1788) = 9. 

Le Gobe-mouche à poitrine noire du Sénégal, Briss. Orn. ii. 
p: 975, pl. xxvii. fig. 8 (1760); Buff. Pl. Enl-v. pl^567. 
fig. 2 (1788) =g. 

Muscicapa senegalensis, Linn. S. N. i. p. 327 (1766, ex 
Briss. g, 9). 

Le Gobe-mouche à bandeau blanc du Sénégal, Buff. Hist. 
Nat. Ois. p. 528,8 9 (1788). 

Senegal Flycatcher, cum var. A., Lath. Gen. Syn. ii. pt. 1, 
pp. 328, 329 (1783). 

Platyrhynchos velatus, Bonn. ct Vicill. Ene. Méth. ii. p. 885 
(1828). 

Muscylvia senegalensis, Less. Compl. Buff. viii. p. 386 (1837). 

Platystira succincta, Licht. Nomencl. p. 20 (1854). 

Platystira senegalensis, Hartl. Orn. W. Afr. p. 93 (1857) ; 
Gray, Hand-l. i. p. 329 (1869) ; Heugl. Orn. N. O. Afr. i. 
p. 447 (1870) ; Finsch & Hartl. Vóg. Ostafr. p. 317 (1870) ; 
Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 480; id. Cat. Afr. B. p. 43 (1871). 

Adult male. Crown of the head and nape dusky greyish 
black ; forehead and eyebrow white, produced backwards so as 
to form a border to the crown, and joining on the nape, form- 
ing a conspicuous white nuchal spot; lores and sides of the 
face, including the eye and the ear-coverts, glossy black, ex- 
tending down each side of the neck to the limits of the white 
nuchal patch ; back greyish, with the slightest tinge of ashy 
brown on the interscapular region, the white bases to the 
scapulars and rump showing through and producing a slightly 
mottled appearance; upper tail-coverts glossy black; wing- 
coverts black, the median and inner greater ones broadly tipped 
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with white, so as to form a conspicuous alar bar; quills brown, 
the secondaries darker and more inclining to blackish, the 
outer ones bordered with white, forming a narrow white line 
continuous with the alar bar above mentioned; tail-feathers 
black, obsoletely tipped with white, the two outermost feathers 
broadly bordered and tipped with white; under surface of 
body white, with a broad pectoral band of glossy blue-black 
feathers, the flanks also mottled with black; under wing- 
coverts black, the lower ones and the inner lining of the quills 
white; bill and feet black. "Total length 3:8 inches, culmen 
0:5, wing 2:2, tail 1-6, tarsus 0:65. 

Adult feinale. Differs from the male chiefly in having the 
pectoral band deep chestnut instead of black; a slight tinge 
of rusty colour is also apparent below the nuchal spot. 

Young. Immature birds generally have the wing-coverts 
tinged with rusty. Young males at first resemble the old 
female, and afterwards gradually assume the black band on 
the breast. A specimen from Casamanze in my collection 
resembles the adult male except in having the back clear 
brownish grey, with a decided fulvous tinge on the intersca- 
pulary region. Another bird, still younger, in the museum 
is olive-brown above, darker on the head, where it 1s begin- 
ning to get black; all the black parts of the plumage are 
much tinged with brown, and the white markings obscured 
by a wash of pale rusty fulvous; the outer tail-feather is ob- 
liquely white towards the tip. 

Hab. W. Afnca, Senegambia to the Gold Coast; N. E. 
. Africa, Sennaar (Mus. Brit.). 

Buffon, in the * Planches Enluminées, seems to have bor- 
rowed his figures from those of Brisson, and to have copied that 
of the female so badly as to render it almost unrecognizable. 

My list of synonyms is very meagre compared with the long 
array usually credited to this species; but I believe that they 
are at least trustworthy. The so recent recognition of two 
species in North-eastern Africa precludes me from drawing 
up a proper account of their geographical range in that part 
of the continent; but my impression is, that the true B. 
senegalensis is a more southern bird; for I have seen mauy 
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specimens from Bogos Land, all referable to B. orientalis, 
while the British Museum contains a pair from Sennaar, pur- 
chased of Herr Parreyss. These are the true B. senegalensis ; 
and it is probable that the bird obtained by Captain Speke in 
the Somali country (cf. Ibis, 1860, p. 247) was also of this 
species. On the west coast it ranges from Senegambia to the 
eastern parts of the Gold Coast. 


Specimens examined. 

Mus. Brit.—a. River Gambia (Rendall). b,c. W. Africa 
(L. Fraser). d, e. Sennaar. 

Mus. R. B. S.—a, 3. Casamanze (Verreaux). b. Accra (J. 
Smith, e don. G. E. Shelley). c, d. River Volta (H. T. 
Ussher). 

Mus. G. E. Shelley.—a, 9 imm. Abouri (G. E. S.). 


3. Batis ORIENTALIS. 

Platystira pririt, Blanf. Geol. & Zool. Abyss. p. 845 (1870); 
Finsch, Tr. Z. S. vii. p. 247 (1870). 

Platystira affinis, Finsch, Tr, Z. S. vu. p. 315 (1870). 

Platystira orientalis, Heugl. Orn. N. O. Afr. i. p. 449 
(1876). 

Adult male. Crown of the head and back grey, more or less 
clear, but not blackish; a broad white eyebrow extending 
backwards till it joins the nape, forming a nuchal spot; sides 
of face from base of bill inclosing the eye and the ear-coverts 
black, extending on each side of the nuchal spot ; back grey, 
the outer scapulars black, with concealed white bases, the 
rump also slightly mottled with white, where the bases to the 
feathers show through ; upper tail-coverts glossy black ; wing- 
coverts black, the median and inner greater coverts broadly 
tipped with white; quills greyish black, the primaries nar- 
rowly edged with whitish, the outer secondaries very broadly 
bordered with white; tail-feathers deep black, slightly tipped 
with white, the two outer ones also broadly bordered with 
white for nearly a quarter of their length ; under surface of 
body white with a broad pectoral band of glossy blue-black, 
the flanks sparingly streaked with black ; tibial plumes black ; 
under wing-coverts black, the tips of the lower ones and inner 
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linings of quills white; bili and feet black ; iris yellow. Total 
length 4 inches, culmen 0:5, wing 2:05, tail 1:65, tarsus 0°65. 

Adult female. Resembles the male, but has the pectoral 
band chestnut instead of black. 

Young female.—Similar to the adult, but having the white 
eyebrow, the nuchal spot and margins of the wing-coverts 
and quills tipped with rust-colour. 

Hab. N. E. Africa, Abyssinian coast-land, the warmer parts 
of Abyssinia, Sennaar, Takah, Kordofan, and the country of 
the White Nile (Vou Heuglin) ; Bogos Land (Blanford, Jesse, 
Esler). 

It is difficult to distinguish this form from B. senegalensis, 
as the shade of grey on the head varies very much as to its 
depth of colourmg. I am by no means sure that it is not 
referable to a seasonal plumage of the latter bird, as some of 
the West-African specimens exhibit a slight greyish tinge 
on the black head. 

As Dr. von Heuglin suggests, this species has doubtless 
often been confounded by authors with the true B. senega- 
lensis ; and it may therefore be the bird thus named by Rüppell 
and himself in their respective lists of N.E. African birds; but 
as I do not see how this can be proved without an actual ex- 
amination of specimens, I prefer to omit the references, in- 
stead of referring to them with a repeated query. Von 
Heuglin seems to have found the species pretty generally dis- 
tributed ; but I have only seen specimens from Bogos, where 
it appears to be by no means rare. 


Specimens examined. 
Mus. Brit—a,g. Near Magen, Feb. 18, 1868 (W. T. 
Blanford). 6,9. Ailat, June 28, 1868 (W. T. B.). 
Mus. R. B. S.—a,juv. Waliko, July 27, 1868 (W. Jesse). 
b,c, d, d, e, 9. Achor, Bogos Land (Esler). 
Mus. G. E. Shelley.—a,d . Achor, Bogos (Esler). 


4. BATIS MOLITOR. 

Muscicapa molitor, Hahn & Küst. Vóg. aus Asien, &e., 
Lief. xx. fig. 2 (1822). 

Platystira pririt, Cab. Mus. Hein. Th. i. p. 59 (1850) ; Grill, 
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Zool. Anteckn. p. 26 (1858) ; Gurney, Ibis, 1860, p. 210; 
Hartl. Orn. Madag. p. 45 (1861); Gurney, Ibis, 1862, p. 156 ; 
Kirk, Ibis, 1864, p. 319; Schl. & Poll. Faun. Madag. p. xiv. 
(1866); Gray, Handi. B. i. p. 329 (1869); Finsch & Hartl. 
Vóg. Ostafr. p. 314 (1870); Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 44 (1871); 
Gurney, in Anderss. B. Dam. Ld. p. 181 (1872). 

Platystira melanoleuca, Licht. Nomencl. p. 20 (1854). 

Platystira molitor, Licht. ut suprà. 

Adult male. Above dull bluish grey, the nape whitish, and 
the rump also mottled with white; a narrow line from the 
base of the bill over the eye, running as far as the hinder part 
of the eye, but not joining the nape, white; lores, feathers 
above and below the eye, ear-coverts, and sides of upper neck 
deep black, extending down the back to the limit of the nu- 
chal spot; wing-coverts and scapulars black, the least coverts 
slightly margined with whitish, the medium and inner greater 
ones broadly tipped with white, forming a conspicuous alar 
bar; quills dark brown, very narrowly edged with whitish, 
the secondaries black, more broadly margined, so as to form 
a line continuous with the wing-band; upper tail-coverts and 
tail black, slightly tipped with white, the penultimate feather 
a little more broadly, the outermost altogether white on the 
external web ; cheeks, sides of neck, and under surface of the 
body white, with a broad pectoral band of glossy black; 
thighs black ; flanks also mixed with blackish ; under wing- 
coverts black, the lower ones and those along the bend of the 
wing white; bill and feet black; iris yellow. ‘Total length 
5:9 inches, culmen 0:5, wing 2:5, tail 272, tarsus 0°73. 

Adult female. Above similar to male, but differing below. 
Under surface white, sides of body mixed with grey : a patch 
in the centre of the throat and a pectoral band deep chestnut. 

Hab. From the eastern districts of the Cape Colony to the 
Zambesi. Found also in Damara Land. 


Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a, 6,2. Tette (Livingstone). c, 9. Shupanga 
(T. Kirk). d. Natal. 
Mus. R. B. S.—a. S.E. Africa. 6, d, c, d; 9. Eland's Post, 
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S.E. Africa (T. C. Atmore). e. South Africa. f. Elephant 
Vley, Sept. 5, 1859 (C. J. Andersson). g,h,g,i,9. Ova- 
quenyama, May 25th, June Ist and 4th, 1867 (C. J. A.). 
J- Natal. k. Zambesi (Meller). 


5. BATIS PRIRIT. 


Le Gobe-mouche pririt, Levaill. Ois. d’ Afr. iv. p. 38, pl. 161 
(1805). 

Muscicapa pririt, Vieill. N. Dict. d'Hist. Nat. xxi. p. 486 
(1818). 

Muscipeta senegalensis, Less. Traité, p. 885 (1831). 

Platystira pririt, Gray, Gen. of B. i. p. 257 (1846) ; Bp. 
Consp. i. p. 822 (1850). 

Platysteira affinis, Wahlb. Ofv. k. Vet. Akad. Fórh. Stockh. 
1855, p. 214; id. J. f. O. 1857, p. 3; Gray, Hand-l. B. i. 
p. 829 (1869) ; Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 48 (1871) ; Gurney in 
Anderss. B. Dam. Ld. p. 181 (1872). 

Platysteira senegalensis, Mont. P. Z. S. 1865, p. 95. 

Adult male. Indistinguishable from B. molitor in colour, 
but a little smaller. 

Adult female. Above clear bluish grey, the rump mottled 
with white; sides of neck and nuchal spot clear orange-buff ; 
a narrow superciliary line of white from the base of the bill ; 
lores, feathers round the eye, car-coverts, and sides of upper 
neck black ; wings and tail as in B. molitor ; throat and entire 
breast clear orange-buff; abdomen and under tail-coverts 
white; flanks mixed with blackish; thighs black; bill and 
feet black. Total length 3:8 inches, culmen 0:5, wing 2°2, 
tail 1:7, tarsus 0°7. 

After mature consideration I have come to the conclusion 
that Wahlberg's P. affinis is really the true “ Pririt ” of Le- 
vaillant, as represented in his plate; for the female agrees pre- 
cisely, except in the black tibize not being represented, doubt- 
less an omission on the part of the artist. 

B. pririt seems to be a more western bird than B. molitor, 
as it has not yet been found in Natal or South-eastern Africa, 
while the Zambesi bird is also B. molitor. On the west coast 
it extends to Benguela, whence Mr. Monteiro has a specimen 
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(P. senegalensis, Hartl., /. c.) which I have myself examined. 
What the bird from Gaboon mentioned by Dr. Hartlaub 
(J. £. O. 1861, p. 169) may be, I am unable to say. . 

Wahlberg describes his B. affinis as smaller than P. molitor. 
I therefore add the measurements of some specimens for com- 
parison :— 


No. Sex. Locality. Authority. Length of wing. 

a. d S.E. Africa. Mus. R. B. S. 2:8 

b. d Eland's Post. T. C. Atmore. 2:55 

€. d Ovaquenyama, C. J. Andersson. 2:35 
June 4, 1867. 

d. d do., June 1, 1867. do. 2:35 

e. d Swakop River, do. 2:15 
Jan. 31, 1864. 

Í. d Elephant Vley, do. 2:8 
Sept. 5, 1859. 

g. d Damara Land. do. 2:15 


As the females of B. pririt measure also 2°15 in the wing, 
we may suppose that the two males above measurcd are really 
of this species; but I sce no other point of distinction. 

I am not aware of any other instance in ornithology of two 
birds being quite different as regards the females, the males 
being difficult to distinguish. 


Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a, 3, b, 9. Damara Land (C. J. Andersson). 

Mus. R. B. S.—a,d. Swakop River, Jan. 31st, 1864 
(C.J. 4). b,c, d, 9. Westof Tjobis, April 3rd, 1865 ; near 
mouth of Swakop River, April 12th, 1865; Otjimbinque, 
July 7th, 1866 (C. J. 4.). e. Colesberg (Ortlepp). f. South 
Africa. 

Mus. J. J. Monteiro.—a. Benguela (J. J. M.). 


6. BATIS MINIMA. 

Platystira minima, J. & E. Verr. Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 
eos, p. 210; Havel. Orn: W. Afr-p. 95 (1857) ; id. J. £-O. 
18615 p. 169. 

Adult. Above cindery black, the lower back and rump 
slightly mottled with white ; no perceptible nuchal spot ; lores 
white; sides of the face black like the crown; entire throat 
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and sides of neck white; a broad pectoral band of cindery 
black, rather more ashy in shade ; rest of under surface white, 
the flanks varied with greyish black; under wing-coverts 
white; wing black, the quills slightly inclining to brown, the 
median and inner greater coverts white, as also the margins 
to the inner secondaries, forming a continuous bar of white 
down the-wing ; tail black, the outermost feather white along 
the outer web at the tip, running round on to the inner web, 
the two next slightly tipped with white; bill black; feet 
blackish brown ; iris yellow. Total length 3:5 inches, culmen 
0:45, wing 1:85, tail 1:3, tarsus 075. 

Young. Similar to the adult, but browner, and having a 
few of the feathers on the head and back margined with buffy 
white. 


Hab. Gaboon. 
Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a, ad. Gaboon (Verreauz). 
Mus. R. B. S.—a, juv. Gaboon (Verreaua). 


Genus 8. LANIOTURDUS. 


Lanioturdus, Waterhouse, App. Alex. Exp. Int. Afr. p. 264 
(1833) : type L. torquatus. 
Moquinus, Bp. C. R. xlii. p. 820 (1856) : type L. torquatus. 


LANIOTURDUS TORQUATUS. 

Lanioturdus torquatus, Waterhouse, App. Alex. Exp. Int. 
Afr. p. 26-4 (1838); Bocage, Jorn. Acad. Lisb. ii. p. 42 (1868); 
Sharpe, Cat. Afr. B. p. 43 (1871). 

Platystira albicauda, Strickl. Contr. Orn. 1852. p. 144. 

Moquinus tandonus, Bp. C. R. xlii. p. 820 (1856). 

Moquinus albicaudus, Bp. Rev. ct Mag. de Zool. 1857, 
p. 52, pl. 5. 

Platystira torquata, Gray, Hand-l. B. i. p. 329 (1869) ; 
Gurney in Anderss. B. Dam. Ld. p. 132 (1872). 

Adult male. Head black, including the lores and ear-coverts, 
the latter produced backwards along the sides of the neck ; 
forehead and superciliary streak (not extending beyond the 
eye), cheeks, throat, sides of neck, and a large nuchal pateh 
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white; back dark grey, the rump mottled with white ; upper 
tail-coverts black; tail pure white, the two central feathers 
longitudinally marked with black ; upper wing-coverts black, 
the primary coverts white at tip, as also the inner greater 
coverts, which form a conspicuous patch on the wing ; quills 
black, tipped with white, the secondaries more broadly, the 
primaries white at base of inncr web, and the outer ones also 
white at base externally ; across the breast a conspicuous band 
of black; centre of the body white, the sides of the breast 
and flanks grey; tibial plumes white varied with black ; a 
tuft of axillary plumes under the wing white; under wing- 
coverts black, the lower ones tipped with white; edge of the 
wing white; bill almost black ; feet very dark brown, with a 
whitish or lead-coloured tint about the joints ; iris greenish 
yellow. Total length 5:5 inches, culmen 07, wing 3:8, tail 
1:6, tarsus 1:2. 

Hab. Damara Land (Andersson) ; Biballa (Anchieta). 

This bird, though not far removed from Platystira, is 
certainly not congeneric with any of the members of that 
genus or with Batis. It is of robust form, with a much 
thinner and more compressed bill, and has extraordinarily long 
wings, reaching almost, if not quite, to the tip of the tail. 
This character presents the bird with quite a peculiar aspect. 


Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a. Damara Land (Andersson). b,c, d,e. Da- 
mara Land (C. J. Andersson). 

Mus. R. B. S.—a, b, c. Otjimbinque, Damara Land, June 
22nd, July 29, and Oct. 1st, 1866 (C. J. Andersson). d, g. 
Biballa, Feb. 1868 (Anchieta). 


Genus 4. DIAPHOROPHYA. 


Diaphorophyia, Bp. C. R. xxxviii. p. 658 (1854) : type 
D. castanea. 

Agromyias, Heine, J. f. O. 1860, p. 133: type D. castanea. 

Myiophila, Hartl. Orn. Westafr. p. 95 (1857) : type D. 
concreta. 

Stiphromyias, eine, J. f. O. 1860, p. 133: type D. concreta. 
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Clavis specierum. 
a. Abdomen white. 


a amp white or gréyJSMN ...... 9 wee cs ees l. castanea. 
V. Rump uniform with the rest of the back ........ 2. blissetti. 
b. Underneath entirely orange-rufous ............. ees. 9. concreta. 


1. DrAPHOROPHYA CASTANEA. 

Platystira castanea, Fraser, P. Z.S. 1842, p. 141: Gray, 
Gen. B. i. p. 257 (1846); Allen & Thoms. Exp. Niger, ii. 
p. 498 (1848) ; Fraser, Zool. Typ. pl. 34. fig. 2 (1849) ; Bp. 
Consp. p. 322 (1850). 

Platystira leucopygialis, Fraser, P. Z. S. 1842, p. 142 ; Gray, 
Gen. B. i. p. 25 (1846) ; Allen & Thoms. Exp. Niger, ii. p. 499 
(1848) ; Fraser, Zool. Typ. pl. 34. fig. 1 (1849) ; Bp. Consp. 
p. 922 (1850) ; Strickl. Contr. Orn. 1851, p. 163; J. & E. 
Verreaux, Rev. et Mag. de Zool. 1851, p. 309; id. op. cit. 
1855, p. 418; Hartl- Orn. W. Afr. p. 95 (1857) ; Cass. Pir 
Philad. Acad. 1859, p. 50; Hartl. J. f. O. 1861, p. 169; Gray, 
Hand-l. B. i. p. 329 (1869) ; Sharpe, Ibis, 1870, p. 480; id. 
P. Z. S. 1871, pp. 133, 610; id. Cat. Afr. B. p. 43 (1871). 

Diaphorophyia leucopygialis, Bp. C. R. xxxviii. p. 358 
(1854). 

Agromyias leucopygialis, Heine, J. f. O. 1861, p. 133. 

Adult male. Crown of head and nape, as far as the centre 
of the back, and wing-coverts glossy blue black ; checks, ear- 
coverts, scapulars, lower back, and rump pure silky white ; 
quills black, white at the base of inner web, the secondaries 
very narrowly margined with white externally near the base ; 
upper tail-coverts and tail glossy black ; under surface of body 
entirely pure white, with a broad blue-black band across the 
breast; under wing-coverts externally black, the lower ones 
margined with white; axillary tuft white; bill black ; feet 
brown; iris yellow, eye-wattle bright scarlet. Total length 
3:4 inches, culmen 0:5, wing 2:3, tail 1:0, tarsus 0°65. 

Adult female. Totally different from the male. Above 
chestnut, the rump greyish varied with white; head bluish 
grey ; quills brown, externally margined with chestnut ; tail 
blackish ; chin white; cheeks, throat, and breast chestnut; a 
little spot of white under the cye; rest of under surface silky 
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white, the flanks greyish ; outer under wing-coverts chestnut ; 
axillary tufts white. 

Young male. Chestnut like the old female, but having the 
head, back, and chest mixed with black, indicative of the ado- 
lescent plumage. 

Hab. W. Africa, from the Gold Coast to Angola: Fer- 
nando Po. 

MM. Verreaux consider that the male in black plumage 
with the white collar round the neck is the fully adult; but I 
believe that the bird with entirely black head and neck is really 
in the fully mature state. I am induced to believe this by 
the fact of a young bird, still retaining traces of its chestnut 
plumage, showing evident indications of the white collar. An 
adult bird in fully black plumage, with a broad white collar, 
also retains traces of chestnut on the wing-coverts. MM. 
Verreaux also state their conviction that lraser's P. leuco- 
pygialis is really the old male, and that his P. castanea is 
the young female; but I believe Fraser's bird to be quite 
adult in both instances. 


Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a, g b, 9. Clarence, Fernando Po (Fraser: 
types of species). c. Gaboon (Verreaux). d. Ashantee 
(J. Gould). 

Mus. R. B. S.—a,b,c,d 9,d, d juv. Fantee. eg, f,9,9. 
Fantee (H. T. Ussher). h,i,8,j,k, 9. Cameroons (A. Cross- 
ley). l, d. Gaboon (Du Chaillu). m. Angola (C.J. Hamilton). 


2. DIAPHOROPHYA BLISSETTI. (Plate IV. fig. 1.) 

Diaphorophya blissetti, Sharpe, Ann. N. H. (4) x. p. 451 
(1872). 

Platystira concreta, Hartl. J. f. O. 1861, p. 169. 

Adult. Above dark rifle-green, slightly metallic, the tail 
much brighter and more metallic, the rump-feathers white at 
the base, showing more plainly when the plumage is disar- 
ranged ; wing-coverts rifle-green, a little more metallic than 
the back; quills blackish, externally margined with metallic 
grecn, more especially the secondaries; throat rifle-grecn, 
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slightly metallic; a tuft of feathers occupying the cheeks and 
sides of the neck bright chestnut ; under surface of body white, 
the flanks streaked with greyish; under wing-coverts black, 
axillary tuft white; bill black; feet brownish. Total length 
8:5 inches, culmen 0:6, wing 2°15, tail 0:95, tarsus 0°75. 

Young. Entirely grey above, the tail with a slight metallic 
green gloss; underneath white, the checks bright orange- 
rufous, and the fore neck washed with the same colour. 

Hab. Gold Coast. 

The typical specimen in the British Museum is apparently 
a female, or a younger bird than the one described and figured, 
as it is not so brightly coloured and has the back greyish. 


Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—a. Fantee (A. Swanzy: type of species). b, juv. 
Ashantee. 
Mus. R. B. S.—a. Wassaw, Gold Coast (H. F. Blissett). 


3. DrAPHOROPHYA CONCRETA. 


Platysteira concreta, Hartl. J. f. O. 1855, p. 360; Gray, 
Hand-l. of B. i. p. 330 (1869). 

Myiophila concreta, Hartl. Orn. Westafr. p. 95 (1857) ; id. 
J. f. O. 1861, p. 169. 

Stiphromyias concreta, Heine, J. f. O. 1860, p. 133. 

Above cinereous, with somewhat of a greenish, slightly 
metallic, gloss; underneath bright but deep orange-rufous, 
the chin and throat paler and yellowish; tail uniform with 
the back; lores black, marked with a small white spot; the 
bare skin round the eye red ; under wing-coverts white; bill 
black, much broadened at the base; tail very short, scarcely 
passing the folded wing; feet brown. Total length 3" 3", 
beak 53", wing 2" 1", tail 81", tarsus 8". (Hartlaub.) 

Hab. Gold Coast (Mus. Lugd.). 

I have not had the pleasure of personally examining this 
species, which from the proportions of its wings and tail would 
fall, under my arrangement, into the genus Diaphorophya. I 
cannot help suspecting that a comparison of the types would 
prove its identity with my D. blissetti ; and this suggestion is 
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strengthened by the fact that soon after the publication of the 
‘Ornithologie Westafrika’s, when the recollection of the 
species would be tolerably fresh in his mind, Dr. Hartlaub 
identified a bird in the British Museum as his Myzophila con- 
creta, which is certainly referable to my D. blissetti. I have 
therefore, with some feeling of confidence, added the genera 
Myiophila and Stiphromyias as synonyms of Diaphorophya. 
How far this confidence is justificd will be decided some day 
or other ; and though Dr. Hartlaub does not think the identity 
of the two species at all probable, I must confess that I expect 
to find them ultimately the same. On the other hand it must 
be noticed that we have apparently two sexes of D. dblissetti 
in the Museum, one having a glossy green, the other a greyish 
back, and that they both possess the red tufts on the side 
of the head. 
Genus 5. STENOSTIRA. 


Stenostira, Cab. & Bp. in Bp. Consp. i. p. 316 (1850): 
type S. scita. 

Empidivora, Reich. Av. Syst. Nat. pl. lxviii. (1850) : type 
S. scita. 


STENOSTIRA SCITA. 

Le Gobe-mouches mignard, Levail. Ois. d'Afr. iv. pp. 14, 
154 (1805). 

Muscicapa scita, Vieill. N. Dict. d'Hist. Nat. xxi. p. 474 
(1818). 

Muscicapa tenella, Licht. Verzeichn. Vóg. Kaffernl. p. 12 
(18423). 

Platystira longipes, Swains. Monogr. l'lyc. p. 185, pl. xxi. 
(c. 1837) ; Layard, B. S. Afr. p. 143 (1867). 

Platystira scita, Gray, Gen. B. 1. p. 256 (1846) ; id. Hand-1. 
of B. i. p. 330 (1869). 

Stenostira scita, Cab. & Bp. in Bp. Consp. i. p. 316 (1850). 

Adult male. Above greyish, a little paler on the rump; 
wings black; the least wing-coverts greyish like the back, 
with a vertical line of white extending the whole length of the 
wing, beginning at the outer median coverts ; tail black, the 
outermost feather white, the penultimate white for its apical 
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half, and the next one with a little less white towards the tip ; 
a narrow superciliary line of white from the base of the fore- 
head to the hinder ear-coverts ; cheeks and ear-coverts black ; 
a narrow cheek-stripe and chin white, the latter with a de- 
licate blush of rose-colour ; lower throat and chest greyish ; 
lower breast, abdomen, and under tail-coverts white, with a 
beautiful blush of rosy on the former; outer wing-coverts 
whitish, the outermost ones slightly shaded with grey ; tibial 
plumes black ; bill and feet black ; iris black. "Total length 
4*5 inches, culmen 0:5, wing 2:25, tarsus 0*8. 

Hab. South Africa, from the region of Nel's Poort to the 
Transvaal Republic. 

The above description is taken from a beautifully prepared 
skin of Professor Wahlberg's, received by me in exchange 
from the Stockholm museum. Another specimen in my col- 
lection, obtained by Mr. Atmore on the Orange River, is a 
little browner above and not so brightly coloured anywhere. 
It is probably the female. 


Specimens examined. 


Mus. Brit.—South Africa. 

Mus. R. B. S.—a, 8. Transvaal, Aug. 4, 1843 (Wahlberg). 
b. Orange River (T. C. Atmore). 

Supposing that my estimate of the number of species of 
Platystira and Batis turn out to be correct, the geogra- 
phical distribution of the birds treated of in the present paper 
bears out the natural subdivisions into which I have divided 
the African continent (cf. P. Z. S. 1870, p. 320). 


Subregio abyssinica.—Peculiar species 1: B. orientalis. 
B. senegalensis occurs also. 

Subregio mosambicana*.—No species at all known to occur 
as yet. 

Subregio capensis.—Peculiar genera 2. Peculiar species 6 : 
Platystira peltata, Batis capensis, B. molitor (said to occur in 
Gaboon ?), B. pririt, Lanioturdus torquatus, Stenostira scita. 

* The Zambesi district does not belong to this subregion, as from a 


study of the collections in the British Museum, I find its affinities lie 
rather with the avifauna of the Cape. 


On an apparently new Species of Hornbill. 177 


Subregio guineensis.—Peculiar genus 1. Peculiar species 
7: Platystira cyanea, P. albifrons, Batis senegalensis, B. mi- 
nima, Diaphorophya castanea, D. blissetti, D. concreta. 

Subregio madagascariensis.—P. molitor is stated to have 
been met with on the West Coast by Bojer in 1829, but has 
never been obtained since. 


XXI.—On an apparently new Species of Hornbill from Angola. 
By D. G. Error, F.L.S., F.Z.S., &e. 


BUCEROS SHARPII. 

Bill without casque, but the maxilla swollen into a promi- 
nent ridge, broad and corrugated at the base, becoming narrow 
at the anterior portion, and gradually falling into the outline 
of the culmen. The base, which ends abruptly about half an 
inch above the head, has four rather deep plaits. The man- 
dible is rugged and creased nearly to the end, with the cut- 
ting portion serrated. The culmen and tips of bill yellowish 
horn-colour ; a broad stripe for about two thirds the length 
of the maxilla and nearly all the mandible (save the tip above 
mentioned) black. Base of maxilla beneath the nostril, and 
spot on base of mandible, yellowish white. 

Head covered with a long crest; feathers of cheeks and 
throat also long and loose; all these parts, together with the 
back, black, with a bright greenish lustre. Primaries black. 
Secondaries, with the exception of the three innermost ones, 
white for three fourths their entire length, greenish black at 
base; the innermost ones same colour as the back. Under 
wing-coverts, lower part of breast, under tail-coverts, rump, 
and legs pure white. "lail—the two median feathers black for 
their entire length, without any white; the ones next to the 
median on either side white from half their length from the 
tip, remaining portion like the central ones; the lateral fea- 
thers pure white for their entire length, with the exception 
of the outermost ones, which have the basal half of the outer 
webs black. Total length 21 inches, wing 11, tail 94. 

The above description is taken from an adult male specimen 


